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Statement of 

The Greek Orthodox Patriarchate 
of Antioch and All the East 

and 
The Syriac Orthodox Patriarchate 

of Antioch and All the East 

June 22nd, 2012 

regarding the release of The Eminent Bishops Paul and John 

 

Text of the statement 

"Let your light so shine before men, that they may see your good works and glorify your Father who is in 

heaven" 

 

Today, we gather to pray together for our brothers, The Eminent Metropolitans Paul and John. Two 

months have passed since their abduction without any certain news about them, despite all efforts. We also 

offer our prayers for all those who are abducted, as well as their families who wait for their news and release. 

To our beloved brothers, Metropolitans Paul and John, 

You are our pride. We are very proud of you; we glorify your fight the echo of which rises to the high 

heaven. Your life has been an ongoing witness of your self-sacrifice; we bow before these with homage and 

gratitude. Both of you have never stopped calling and working for truth, life and brotherly love. One taught 

his parishioners by word and deed, saying: "Come let us pray at the church! If we must die, let it be in church 

praying, rather than at home hiding". The other said: "How could I leave my brother in pain and stay still? It 

does not matter if I am in danger, as long as I can comfort my brother!"  

You have presented pure, humble prayers, and given away the blood of true love. You have taught the 

spirit of sacrifice and service to every human being, as you were sincerely devoted to the faith and both 

committed to your parish and country. You managed to survive the painful events, armed with faith, wisdom 

and unparalleled generosity. Angels certainly bow to the divine throne glorifying your pure and luminous 

testimony. 

Your absolute silence has pierced the walls of heaven, and your prayers have brought many blessings 

on us. Despite the ongoing pain that fills our hearts which have lasted for two months now, we know deep in 

our hearts that your endurance remains intact, and that He who descended into hell releasing the dead 

Himself, supports you in the invisible battle by which you dispel all worldliness. We also feel the action of your 

blessings, which strengthens our solidarity, power of soul, our hope and our patience. This also attracts many 

people around the world to join us in this great spiritual battle until the deliverance is achieved, which we 

sincerely hope will take place very soon.  

To our dear children in Aleppo, 

You are our heart beating with love for your two beloved shepherds. We are amazed by your daily 

persistence, hearty prayers, and you unprecedented hope at this critical time. If some patience weakens, your 

support remains the Comforter Spirit, which we pray will come down on us tomorrow during the day of 

Pentecost. The Good Shepherd has adopted us, He who has sacrificed Himself for his beloved ones, in every 
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place and at any time. He will never leave us orphans or bereaved; instead He gives us certain power for a 

battle in which He has already trained us. He is the mastermind of our salvation, the One who takes care of 

our affairs, leads our lives through this difficult time to a safe haven, bedrock, hope and a real certainty.  

Our steadiness has not fainted, and with the will of God and His help it will not. We are all strengthened 

by faith and the promise of God: one who puts his hope in Him will never be disappointed. And if "we were 

made a spectacle to the world, to angels and to men," because "death is at work in us ..." God's work, 

nonetheless is to bring new life through this death, to broadcast glory through this silence, and all is given to 

his beloved Son to offer to His beloved ones. Thus, we have confidence in the power of God and His wisdom, 

and it is this confidence that does wonders for those who carry within them goodness and faith.  As our Lord 

Jesus Christ said: "Let your light so shine before men that they may see your good works and glorify your 

Father who is in heaven." This glory is given to all those who pray for the two Metropolitans and anyone who 

shares with them the chains of unjust abduction. 

To our fellow citizens, the sons of Syria, 

You are our lungs through which we breathe the air of our common life, true values, history and 

destiny. Together we were, as we are today and will remain so tomorrow, the builders of a civilization and a 

life in the spirit of freedom, solidarity and loyalty; the values that we have inherited from our ancestors and in 

which we raise our children also. We are saddened by the devastation of our country now, and how these 

overwhelming circumstances are being so destructive. Our life must be the testimony of a life of coexistence, 

a meeting of solidarity and commitment that we want to remain living, effective and sustainable. 

Let the belief in one God be the basis and foundation of unity rather than of segregation and let us 

resolve, rather than to escalate the crisis, to establish peace rather than confrontation, to be life rather than 

death.  Let us raise the voice of justice and truth over the voice of injustice and falsehood. How can we 

underestimate the voice of conscience that is the voice of God? Has conscience become buried to be displayed 

only later in history? Have human beings lost their value? They do not deserve to be terrorised but now rather 

they should be rescued. Why this determination to ignore the human right to life? 

We urge everyone to repent and turn to God, by acts and not by words, by engaging fully and in His 

hands. We are martyrs with you and for you. But let our testimony have a true meaning rather than a trivial 

one, not to be posted as figures in newspapers and broadcasted as photos in media. which will only trigger 

more blood, destruction and death.  

 

To our brothers in the Arab Levant, 

You are our body that we have built together. We look forward to its growth and we suffer its pain. 

This body, with its communities, religions and countries, is sacred. We serve it and take care of it like our dear 

brother Metropolitans Paul and John. We are grateful for the solidarity of our Christian and Muslim brothers, 

manifested in their quest to release the Metropolitans, and for the great concern they have expressed and 

continue to express in regards to the silence surrounding their fate. It is certain that today we are facing a 

huge battle aiming at protecting and preserving the holiness of this unique body. We express this while 

gathering all means possible and deploying all efforts to release the Metropolitans Paul and John. 
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To our brothers in humanity, 

You are our hands that we want to keep raised, praying to the heavens. We thank you for the fury 

you expressed regarding the abduction of the Metropolitans and the silence surrounding their fate along with 

other abductees. We salute you for sending humanitarian aid, for the healing of wounds, for the dissemination 

of goodness and the combination of efforts to reach peace. But we do not want it to be abused for evil and 

committing illegal acts which will result in harm and injustice. 

Thank you from my heart for your support during this ordeal. We ask the help of your governments, 

near and far, especially those who are directly concerned, to work for the good, peace and security. We 

appreciate the efforts of States and Security Services seeking confirmed news about the Metropolitans. But 

we, nevertheless, wonder about their inability in this regards: Are they really incapable of doing anything? We 

believe that the fate of the Archbishops is ultimately in the hands of God. However, it does not exempt anyone 

from the responsibility of working hard to release them as soon as possible. 

To those who are of good will, 

You are our ears that listen, and are not deaf to justice and truth. We extend our prayers and calls for 

you to sacrifice all that is for the protection of the human being wherever it is, and especially those who give 

themselves to the service of human beings. We call out for the kidnappers of our beloved Metropolitans Paul 

and John and tell them:  It is a blessing that you are beside their Eminence. Do not hold this blessing to 

yourselves, but rather share it with us again, so that they may be more beneficial to all, and the Lord will be 

merciful and forgiving. 

Our Lord and God, 

Thou art our Life and our Creator. What shall we offer Thee for that which Thou hast granted unto 

us? We accept the chalice of salvation and we proclaim in the name of the Lord. Christ, facing with the Chalice 

of His Passion, prayed to the Father to take away the bitter cup. Then he prayed again thus: “Thy will be done, 

not mine”. So if Thou, O Lord, desirest that we should learn the meaning of these good sayings of salvation for 

our lives today, then indeed we draw close to the throne of Thy majesty and with humility and fear, we worship 

Thee with supplications; as for our two beloved Metropolitans, Paul and John, we implore Thee, O Lord, to 

return them safe from this quiet work of love, witnessing to Thy righteousness and glorifying Thy name. As for 

Thy beloved children of Syria, we ask Thee to inspire those who bear this great responsibility to bring about 

peace.  As for Thy beloved Lebanon, we beg Thee to keep this as a land of peace and harmonious coexistence. 

As for ourselves, we ask Thee to grant us strength of faith, hope and love, of patience and wisdom, so that we 

might prove trustworthy for Thee who art our Saviour and Redeemer. 

So shall we proclaim Thy Name always, Thou Who art the Creator of all and Light of the heavens and 

of the earth, the God Whom we implore; come and save us! Amen.  

 

Patriarch Mar Ignatius Zaka I (Iwas) Patriarch John X (Yazigi) 

 

 


