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VESPERS 

‘Lord, I call upon Thee’ in Tone 1 with ten stichera: four of the Resurrection in Tone 1, 

and six of the Saints: 

Tone 1: O come, all ye faithful, now let us praise the saints of the Isles, the venerable 

monastics, the holy bishops, the right-believing princes, all the martyrs and the company of 

holy women, those known by name and those unknown, for truly by their words and deeds 

and manifold ways of life and gifts of God, they became saints and God made glorious even 

their graves with wonders. And now, standing before Christ Who hath glorified them, they 

pray fervently for us who celebrate the splendour of their feast with love. 

Tone 2: With what beauty of hymn shall we praise the divinely wise of the Isles, the 

splendour and adornment of the Church of Christ, the crown of the priesthood, the rule of 

piety, the never-drying wellsprings of divine healing, the outpouring of the gifts of the 

Spirit, the streams of manifold wonders which gladden the Isles and all those who seek God. 

For whose sake the All-Merciful Christ hath cast down the uprisings of the enemy.  

Tone 8: Let the earth make glad and the heavens rejoice, in praising your toils and struggles, 

your spiritual courage and purity of mind, O venerable ones, for ye were not overcome by the 

laws of nature. O holy company and divine assembly, ye are truly the strength of our Isles. 

O blessed kings and queens, divinely-wise princes and princesses, who shine forth with 

Orthodox loving-kindness and are resplendent with virtues: Ye enlighten all the faithful, 

driving away the darkness of the demons. Wherefore we honour you as partakers of never-

fading grace and unashamed preservers of your inheritance, O right wondrous ones. 

O all-blessed martyrs of Christ, ye gave yourselves up to voluntary sacrifice and have 

hallowed the Isles with your blood, bringing splendour even to the skies by your repose; and 

now ye dwell in the heavens amid the light that never setteth, ever praying on our behalf, O 

seers of God. 

With your virtues ye have enlightened the hearts of the faithful, O ye righteous who have 

shone forth in the Isles. For who can hear of your boundless humility and forbearance and 

not marvel? Ye foreknew the needs of all, O right-wondrous ones. Ye were models of 

meekness and guilelessness for all, of pity for the grieving, of swift help for those in 

misfortune, untroubled havens for those at sea and good speed for those on land. And now 

as ye have been crowned with unfading wreaths by the hand of Almighty God, do ye 

beseech Him that our souls may be saved. 

Glory…  

Tone 5: Rejoice, O faithful Church of the Isles! Rejoice, O First-Martyrs Alban, Julius and 

Aaron! Rejoice, O Ninian, Apostle of the North! Rejoice O divine Patrick come to the Irish 

land with the Gospel of Christ! Rejoice, O David, Enlightener of the West! Rejoice, O 

Columba, light of the Scots! Rejoice, O Gregory who with thy disciple Augustine, saw not 

Angles but Angels! For ye all were our first intercessors with the Maker of all, bringers of the 

Orthodox Faith and guides to the True Light! Rejoice, from every hamlet and town, nurtured 



 

by those who now dwell in heaven! These saints have been shown to be guiding lights for our 

souls! With the brightness of signs and deeds, they have shone forth most mystically unto all 

the ends of the earth and now they beseech Christ for the salvation of our souls! 

 

Both now and ever…  

Dogmatikon in Tone 1. 

The Entrance is made with the censer, and we sing “O gladsome Light ...” followed by the 

Prokeimenon “The Lord hath become King ...” in Tone 6 with its stichoi.  

Readings:  Isaiah 43: 9-14;  Wisdom 3:1-9;  Wisdom 5:15-6:3 

At the Aposticha, the Stichera of the Resurrection in the Tone of the Week, then: 

Glory… 

Tone 4: Celebrating the season of the commemoration of our holy kinfolk, let us call them 

blessed as is meet, for they have truly passed through all the Beatitudes of the Lord: made 

poor, they have become rich in spirit; being meek, they have inherited the kingdom of the 

meek; having wept, they have been comforted; having thirsted after righteousness, they 

have been filled; having had mercy on others, they have found mercy for themselves; pure 

in heart, they have seen God as far as such is possible; peace-makers, they have been 

counted worthy to be adopted as children of God; persecuted and tormented for piety and 

righteousness’ sake, they now rejoice and make glad in Heaven; and they earnestly beseech 

the Lord that He will have mercy on the Isles. 

 

Both now and ever…   

Tone 5: Let our hymns resound, together let us hymn the Birthgiver of God and Queen of 

Heaven, the Lady of the Isles: Rejoice, O thou who from ages past hast crowned us with thy 

goodness and grace! Wherefore the Church of the Isles doth celebrate with meet splendour 

thine all-honoured protecting veil and the memory of thy miracles. Take not thy mercy 

away from us, O Mother Mary, but look down upon our sorrows and oppression and raise us 

up once more, making us to be thy Dowry as of old. 

 

Troparia: 

Tone 1 Troparion of the Resurrection    Green Book page 2 

Glory ... 

Tone 8 Troparion of the Saints of Britain: 

From the ends of the earth, O Lord, the Isles of the Sea offer Thee all the Saints 

who have shone forth therein as the fair fruit of Thy saving splendour.  

Through their supplications and through the Theotokos 

preserve Thy Church and Thine Isles in peace profound, O most Merciful One. 

Both now ... 

Tone 8 Resurrectional Dismissal Theotokion: 

   O Good One, Who for our sake wast born of the Virgin 

and, having endured crucifixion, cast down death by death, 

and as God revealed the resurrection: 

disdain not that which Thou hast fashioned with Thine own hand.  

Show forth Thy love for mankind, O Merciful One; 

accept the Theotokos who gave Thee birth and prayeth for us; 

and save Thy despairing people, O our Saviour! 
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MATINS 

 

“God is the Lord…” with its stichoi in Tone 1 followed by the Troparia: 

 

Tone 1 Troparion of the Resurrection    Green Book page 2 

 

Glory ... 

Tone 8 Troparion of the Saints of Britain: 

 

From the ends of the earth, O Lord, the Isles of the Sea offer Thee all the Saints 

who have shone forth therein as the fair fruit of Thy saving splendour.  

Through their supplications and through the Theotokos 

preserve Thy Church and Thine Isles in peace profound, O most Merciful One. 

 

Both now ... 

Tone 8 Resurrectional Dismissal Theotokion: 

    

  O Good One, Who for our sake wast born of the Virgin 

and, having endured crucifixion, cast down death by death, 

and as God revealed the resurrection: 

disdain not that which Thou hast fashioned with Thine own hand.  

Show forth Thy love for mankind, O Merciful One; 

accept the Theotokos who gave Thee birth and prayeth for us; 

and save Thy despairing people, O our Saviour! 

 

The First and Second Kathismata are all from the Octoechos, Tone 1. 

 

Polieley is sung       Matins booklet page 33 

 

MAGNIFICATION 
We magnify, we magnify you, all you Saints who shone in these isles, and we venerate 

your holy memory for you pray for us to Christ our God!  Repeat: We magnify ... 

 

Hear this, all ye people; give ear, all ye inhabitants of the world.  We magnify ... 
 

Both low and high, rich and poor together.  We magnify ... 

 

My mouth shall speak of wisdom; and the meditation of my heart shall be of 

understanding.  We magnify ... 

 

Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit.  We magnify ... 

 

Both now and ever, and unto ages of ages.  Amen.  We magnify ... 

 

The Evlogetaria are sung     Matins booklet page 35 



 

The Hypakoë from the Octoechos, Tone 1 

 
Third Kathisma: 

 

Illumined by the lightning-flashes of the Saints, as if entering a beautiful Paradise, we 

enjoy torrents of delight.  And seeing their wonderful courage, we emulate their virtues, 

crying to the Saviour: By their prayers, O God, make us sharers in Thy Kingdom! 

 

Like a bright sun, like a brilliant morning star, the precious memory of the Saints who 

shone in the land of Britain has dawned, enlightening all of us, and warming our hearts 

to imitate their life and emulate their zeal. 

 

Glory ... 
In memory of Thy Saints, O Lord, all British believers keep festival, the heavens are 

glad, and the ends of our land rejoice.  By their prayers, grant to our souls great mercy. 

 

Both now ...  

O All-Merciful Lord, Who lookest down from the heights and receivest the poor, visit us 

who are bedevilled by sin, and by the prayers of the Mother of God and all the British 

Saints, grant to our souls Thy great mercy. 

 

The Prokeimenon with its accompanying stichos from the Octoechos, Tone 1. 

 

The 2nd Eothinon Gospel is chanted from the Holy Table. 

 

After the Gospel: 

“Having beheld the Resurrection of Christ ...”    Matins booklet page 44 

Psalm 50 

Troparia following Psalm 50     Matins booklet page 46 

 

The Intercession then follows. 
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DIVINE LITURGY 
 

TYPICAL PSALMS AND BEATITUDES 

 

ENTRANCE HYMN  
O come let us worship and fall down before Christ.  O Son of God, who art risen from 

the dead, save us who sing unto thee: Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia! 

 

TROPARIA & KONTAKIA 
Tone 1 Troparion of the Resurrection    Green Book page 2  

 

Tone 8 Troparion of the Saints of Britain: 

 

From the ends of the earth, O Lord, the Isles of the Sea offer Thee all the Saints 

who have shone forth therein as the fair fruit of Thy saving splendour.  

Through their supplications and through the Theotokos 

preserve Thy Church and Thine Isles in peace profound, O most Merciful One. 

 

Tone 1  Kontakion of the Resurrection    Green Book page 3 

 

  Glory … 

Tone 3 Kontakion of the Saints of Britain: 

 

Today the choir of Saints who pleased God in our land 

standeth before us and invisibly prayeth to God for us. 

With them the Angels glorify Him, 

and all the Saints of the Church of Christ keep festival with them.  

And they all together pray for us to the eternal God. 

 

  Both now … 
  “Steadfast Protectress of Christians …”   Folder 

 

The Trisagion (“Holy God …”) as usual. 

 

PROKEIMENON  Tone 1 
Let Thy mercy, O Lord, be upon us * as we have set our hope on Thee! 

v: Rejoice in the Lord, O you righteous!  Praise befits the just! 

 

PROKEIMENON  Tone 7  
Precious in the sight of the Lord * is the death of His saints. 

    

EPISTLE: Romans 2:10-16 & Hebrews 11:33-12:2 

 



 

ALLELUIA 
v: God gives vengeance unto me, and subdues people under me.  

v: He magnifies the salvation of the King and deals mercifully with David, His anointed, 

and his seed forever. 

v: Rejoice in the Lord and be glad, O you righteous! 

 

GOSPEL: Matthew 4:18-23 & Matthew 4:25-5:12a 

 

COMMUNION HYMNS 

Praise the Lord from the heavens, praise Him in the highest! 

Rejoice in the Lord, O you righteous!  Praise befits the upright.  Alleluia, Alleluia, 

Alleluia. 

 

AFTER COMMUNION 

“We have seen the True Light …” etc. as usual. 

 

 


