
SUNDAY 25 MAY 2014 
 

Sunday of the Blind Man – Third Finding of the Head of Saint John the Baptist 
 

MATINS 

 

At the beginning: 

Priest:  Blessed is our God … 

Reader:  Amen. 

Priest:  Christ is risen from the dead … (2½ times) 

Reader:  ... and upon those in the tombs bestowing life! 

 

The Reader continues the Trisagion Prayers: “Glory to the Father …”, “All Holy Trinity …” etc. 

 

Before the Six Psalms, instead of “Glory to God in the highest …” and “O Lord, open thou 

my lips …” sing “Christ is risen from the dead, trampling down death by death; and upon 

those in the tombs bestowing life.” (3 times) 

 

“God is the Lord…” with its stichoi in Tone 5, then the Troparia: 

Tone 5 Troparion of the Resurrection     Green Book page 98 

Glory ...    

Tone 4 Troparion of the Finding of the Head of Saint John  Sheet 

Both now ... 

Tone 4  Resurrectional Dismissal Theotokion: 

 

The mystery hidden from before the ages 

and unknown even to the angels, 

through thee, O Theotokos, 

hath been revealed to those on earth: 

God incarnate in unconfused union, 

Who willingly accepted the Cross for our sake 

and thereby raising up the first-formed man, 

hath saved our souls from death. 

 

The Kathismata as follows: 

 

First Kathisma  

Let us honour the Cross of the Lord with solemn praise, and extol His holy entombment with 

sacred hymns, and supremely glorify His Rising from the dead; for He despoiled the realm 

of death and the devil’s might, for He is God.  Then He raised the dead from the graves 

together, and made the light to dawn on those in hell. 

Glory ... 

The Forerunner’s head has risen once again from the earth; it sends forth the brilliant rays of 

incorruption and cures to all the faithful.  Above, it has assembled the host of the Angels; 

below, it calls the race of men to gather together: in unison we offer up glory to Christ our 

God! 

Both now ... 
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Rejoice, impassable gate of the Lord!  Rejoice, rampart and protection of those who have 

recourse unto thee!  Rejoice, haven untouched by storms, thou that knowest not wedlock, 

who gavest birth in the flesh to thy Creator and God!  Fail not in thy supplications for those 

who hymn and venerate thy birthgiving! 

 

Second Kathisma  

After Thou hadst risen on the third day, O Lord, and after the Apostles had worshipped Thee, 

Peter cried out to Thee, “Women stood courageously, but I acted cravenly.  The Robber 

confessed Thy divinity, but I disavowed Thee.  Wilt Thou ever call me Thy disciple any 

more, or wilt Thou again appoint me as a fisher of the deep?  I pray Thee to receive me in 

repentance, O God, and save me.” 

Glory ... 

Thy sacred Head was found through strange circumstances; for it was hidden underground in 

a cavern, and it came up like gold out of a mine, enriching all who came to participate in the 

feast of its Finding, singing hymns of praise to Christ, our Creator and Saviour.  O blessed 

Baptist of the Lord, through you He gives forgiveness and mercy abundantly. 

Both now ... 

Rejoice, O Holy Mountain on which God himself has trod!  Rejoice, O Living Bush that was 

burning and not consumed!  Rejoice, O only Bridge that joins the world to God and conducts 

the mortal race of men to everlasting life.  Rejoice, O immaculate Maiden, who without 

knowing a husband truly gave birth to Him who saves our souls! 

 

Third Kathisma 

To a woman Herod gave thy most august head, and thus transgressed the law, O holy Fore- 

runner John.  Now at its finding we cry to thee, “Entreat the Saviour that mercy be given to all.” 

Glory ...  Both now ...  

Bride unwedded, who yet gavest birth to God, changing Eve’s pain and sorrow into exultant 

joy: we the faithful now extol and honour thee; for thou hast lifted us up from the primal 

curse.  And now, O all-lauded and all-holy one, entreat importunely and unceasingly that we 

may be saved. 

 

Polieley is not sung 

Troparia of the Resurrection / Evlogetaria are sung   Matins booklet page 35 

 

The Hypakoë, Anabathmoi and the Prokeimenon with its accompanying stichos are all 

from the Octoechos Tone 5 

 

The 8
th
 Eothinon Gospel is chanted from the Holy Table.  After the Gospel: 

“Having beheld the Resurrection of Christ ...”     Matins booklet page 44 

Psalm 50 

Troparia following Psalm 50      Matins booklet page 46 

 

The Intercession, followed by the Great Doxology with the Troparion “Today is salvation 

come unto the world ...”  
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DIVINE LITURGY 

 

At the beginning: 

Priest:  Blessed is the Kingdom … 

Choir:  Amen. 

Priest:  Christ is risen from the dead … (2½ times) 

Choir:  ... and upon those in the tombs bestowing life! 

 

Then the Great Litany as usual. 

 

FESTAL ANTIPHONS as at Pascha      Green Book Page 66ff 

 

ENTRANCE HYMN 

In the Churches bless God the Lord from the springs of Israel!  O Son of God who arose 

from the dead, save us who sing to thee: Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia! 

 

TROPARIA & KONTAKIA 

Tone 5 Troparion of the Resurrection     Green Book page 98 

 

Tone 4 Troparion of the Finding of the Head of Saint John  Sheet 

 

Tone 6 Kontakion of the Finding of the Head of Saint John Sheet 

Glory ... 

Tone 4 Kontakion of the Blind Man     Green Book page 98 

Both now … 

Tone 8 Kontakion of Pascha      Green Book page 75 

 

TRISAGION is sung as usual 

 

PROKEIMENON  Tone 8  

Pray and make your vows * before the Lord our God! 

v: In Judah God is known; His name is great in Israel! 

 

PROKEIMENON  Tone 7 

The righteous shall rejoice in the Lord * and shall hope in Him. 

 

EPISTLE:  Acts 16:16-34 (“In those days …”) & 2 Corinthians 4:6-15 (“Ye brethren …”) 

 

ALLELUIA  

v: Look upon me and have mercy on me. 

v: Direct my steps according to Thy word. 

v: Light dawns for the righteous, and joy for the upright in heart. 

 

GOSPEL:  John 9:1-38 & Matthew 11:2-15 
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MEGALYNARION 

“It is truly meet …” is replaced by “The Angel cried …”   Green Book page 78 or 79 

 

COMMUNION HYMNS 

Receive the Body of Christ, taste the fountain of immortality.  The righteous shall be in 

everlasting remembrance.  He shall not fear evil tidings.  Alleluia, Alleluia, Alleluia! 

 

AFTER COMMUNION 

Priest:  “O God, save thy people …” 

Choir: “Christ is risen from the dead …” (x1 instead of “We have seen the True Light …”) 

Priest: “Always, now and ever …” 

Choir: “Let our mouths be filled …” as usual 


